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Sponsoring a Child
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why should I sponsor a child?  How is this different from other sponsorships? 
Sponsoring a child through Hosea’s Heart may be different than other monthly sponsorships such as World Vision or Save the Children, etc.  When you sponsor a child through Hosea’s Heart, you are fulfilling our mission statement by contributing not only to the physical needs of the child, but the emotional and spiritual needs as well. Our care for each child calls for a holistic, restorative approach in which the child is first, safe and second, in an environment in which she can flourish. Therefore, we maintain high standards for our services and care for our children. By choosing to sponsor or partially sponsor one of our children, you are empowering her to achieve healing in her present and hope for her future.   

2. How much does it cost to sponsor a girl through Hosea’s Heart?  
The total cost of holistic, restorative care for one child is $4,500 per year. That means it only takes $375 per girl per month to provide all of the following: rehabilitation, counseling, safety, full time care takers, night guard, education, teachers, curriculum, medical care, food, clothing, water, electricity, toiletries, and more! While it’s amazing to be able to offer restorative care for only $375/month, we also realize it’s a big number. Therefore, we have broken down our sponsorship options to more manageable amounts. You can choose to support one child at any one of the following:

· Safety – $50/month – includes 24/7 security guards, fencing, etc.
· Basic Needs – $75/month – includes food, water, clothing, medical, etc.
· Programs – $100/month – includes birthdays, holidays, athletics, art, community outreach, staffing, spiritual transformation, supplies, etc.
· Rehabilitation – $150/month – includes social services, counseling, life skills, full time house mothers, etc.
· Full Sponsorship – $375/month – Rehabilitation, Programs, Basic Needs, and Safety for one girl




4. How do I make my sponsorship payments? 
You may choose to pay monthly or give a one-time donation of the full yearly cost. In either case, you may submit payments in the following two ways: a. Pay by check, making your check payable to: Hosea’s Heart; write “Sponsorship” and the name of your child on the memo.  Mail checks to: Hosea’s Heart, P.O. Box 695, Marshall, WI 53559. Or b. Pay online at our website: Sponsoring A Child - Hosea's Heart

5. Are donations tax deductible? 
Yes, Hosea’s Heart is a 501(c)3 non-profit, and all donations are tax-deductible. 

6. Will a notice be sent when the support payment is due? 
No, but you will be contacted if your support is three months or more behind.  To alleviate the burden of remembering when to make payments, you may sign up for automatic monthly withdrawals on our website here.  

7. How long does my child receive sponsorship assistance? 
Each child needs sponsorship assistance until she completes her transition phase, one year after completing high school. If she plans to further her education and go to college, you may choose to continue sponsoring her through her college or vocational training.

8. Can I communicate with my child? 
[bookmark: _Int_ZgYeSbQi][bookmark: _Int_Gq3UbJLp]Yes, we will encourage the girls to write at least twice per year. Additionally, you will receive special Swazi updates via our Sponsors WhatsApp group. Click here to request to join once you’ve downloaded the mobile or desktop app. Please note: the name of your child that appears on the website, or other printed materials, is an American/second name given to the child by our Director. We choose to utilize second names to protect the child. When you sponsor a child and begin communicating, she can choose to give you her real name, and is free to share any information about herself that she feels comfortable sharing.   
Your child will know your name and treasure the thought that you really care. You may write to your child using the following address and an International Postage Stamp: 
Hosea’s Heart c/o <Child’s Name>
PO Box C2536
Hub-Manzini
Manzini, SWAZILAND

9. What should I write about?  
A. Send a photo of yourself and family and tell about each family member.  B. Special hobbies you may have.  C. Church activities.  D. School activities of you or your children.  E. Special family celebrations.  F. Description of the weather.  G. A Bible verse and lots of encouragement. 

10. What should I avoid writing to my child? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please do not mention anything about material possessions or our affluent society. Most children can speak and write in English, but it will be helpful to write in clear, simple English. 

11. How long will it take my letter to reach my child? 
Mail can take anywhere from 3 weeks to 2 months to reach Swaziland.

12. How long should I continue with my sponsorship? 
We hope your commitment to sponsor a child is for at least a year, and if possible, until the child finishes their transition year after high school. If at any time you feel unable to continue as a sponsor, you may discontinue, but please notify Hosea’s Heart first via email: sponsor@hoseasheart.org.

13. May special contributions be made or gifts sent? 
There are special needs or projects that frequently occur where extra funds are needed. Sometimes the girls need funds to go on field trips or have holiday meals or celebrations. However, because we do these events as a family, as a group, we do not ask for individual funds for these events; instead, we’d like the sponsors to contribute to a group outing or event rather than the individual child.  This promotes unity among the group and eliminates any jealousy or unfairness among whose sponsors gave extra money or not. For this same reason, we ask that the sponsors do not send gifts for the child unless it can be shared with every child in the home or unless the sponsor sends enough items for every child to receive something.    
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